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BUILDING .. LECTURE DEMONSTRATION 


Miriam Birdseye 


The first step in building a lecture demonstration. ds.aa CALG Braden wiser 
consideration of the purpose or purposes which we desire it to accomplish. 
The next step is a definite stat cent of these purposes. 

There is a real danger that unless the lecture demonstration, with 
eppeal to the eye, has behind it a clear cut, compelling purpose, it 
may be allowed te degorerate into a mere "talking movie". The vrimary object 
of the lecture ae astretion is not simply to hold the attention, it is not 
even tO present a well thouzht out lesson that awakens intelligent interest in 
the problems or processes under discussion. The primary object of the demon- 
stration is to coin such interest, once awalzened, into action along some de- 
sired line. The real measure of its success will, therefore, not be the 
flawlessness of its technique, important as we concede technique to be. The 
real measure of its success will be the results which it brings about in the jive, 
of the people who hear it. ‘We must, ‘therefore, not only scrutinize closely 
the purpose of the lecture demonstration to be sure that it is practical and 
vorth while, but we must reQuire from ourselves a clear cut definition of that 
purpose. 

The lecture demonstration should not be regarded as necessarily com- 
plete initself. Yherever practicable it should serve as the introduction to 


the home demonstration. By the home demonstration is meant the carrying out in 


_ the home Over a definite period of time, of certain lines of action de- 


scribed and illustrated in the lecture demonstration. The home demonstrator 
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is thus the woman who is testing out a recommended line of procedure 
in her own home in order that she may secure its practical benefits for 
herself, and incidentally thatithese benefits may witness to her neigh- 
bors the wisdom of following her example. 
Since the lecture demonstration includes both discussion 
and manipulation, and since its success depends largely upon their 
seQuence; since also it is important that the speaker should from 
she first establish cordial relations with the audience, let us con~ 
sider the building of the lecture demonstration under the following 
headings: 
The discussion. 
Illustrative material and literature. 
The manipulation. 
The finished plan, 


The speaker and the audience. 


THE DISCUSSION: 

l. Nake it simolee Decide which of the many possible teaching points 
are really essential to accomplish the purposes you have out- 
lined. Omit all others. If the discussion covers too much 
ground, the audience receives a confused and hazy impression 
that defeats the purszose of the lesson. Better half a dozen 
POints clearly grasped Sha ashes acon than half a hundred 


heard and forgotten. 


134-—SRS 


eet na obs seat we a 2825 abseil some 


“a aa 
; “ = 


eco x pe ‘ if on i joe "4 Bis a real ved ebrebleh 26 iaebete ; ") 
Ve eae “aptanaceth tog swobarees med sarperaeb omtaed ot, e0nle. va a ce 


A ae ae i ae noe. wag tat shavgeh eueoire off. eons bite. oka: Sea bo es 

4 i ni : ee bloods relsogs wid Sad ti3F 20 oct at th onde vogte. ‘eoteugila ta ia 

a ane a ted. eamcdbis ent, id bt BHO Se do, Inthe mec ieedad fexkt vat el 

ge tpi 8) _gatrodagt ent ‘robe, Ke ldynd ac used cuts odd ‘bo ehtk lind acd hte: ” i Ma 

Mets alee | ” ml ai Bui: P oes) ‘ Jags bis 
etoloarnedh 2iT : 4 ON ee “ i 

Faas | , ; eae: y a Ps 7 

f omar ks Suia’ tetsota vvivetierlil ai War 

SRA AERY arin hed 3 r | | woitele icon oct a Oe 

| ; “a ‘. : | 7 7 H nt | { tedAn, be degre « - ae *s 3 

; ni eee a wgenatbia., ould bite er nigga ox? re ‘ 

mK, ) ‘, . 

‘ af ‘ au ‘ | 7 4 TF Fr 1) Me | | 

hit a “eentoa gntionst etsite0e ad seth ro dh icy st bieeG 

Tad) Pe ae as bat oD ¥ an f 

wit | | ye At) ha! na rit i gins 

ae se ly rm ste9 ove eee easocting, ost seitomoooe of Esieeveeo vlaet 2x6 

i PNB . . ; ; 


OC /eat 
7 i 


+) tay ta ain. te a0 sre sokanmete “ts: sm . eto @ ihe tint © soaik, 


ox 
e) \ 
is a a Se Re 


e- Emchasize the psychological points. In giving the same lecture dem- 
onstration to diiferent audiences, it may be desirable to lay 
thé main emphasis on Quite different teaching points, sub-~ 
ordinating the others-e Take for example, a lecture demon 
stration whose purpose is to stimulate the consumption of 
cottage cheese, in order (1) to absorb a valuable dairy by- 
product, (2) to effect a saving of meats needed for export, 

and (3) to make possible a balanced dietary at a reduced coste 

Witn one audience, it might be effective to lay the main stress 

on the saving possible, with another, on the improvement of 

the diet, while a third might respond more readily to the 
patriotic appeal. 

3. State your arsument. Put down in writing, in terse sentences, the 
main points of the discussion. This requires you to crystallize 
your ideas and to find words to express them accurately, and 
makes for ease and. for a clear cut and well worded presentation 
when you face your audience. 

uy Summarize. ea tone each point by summarizing it before passing 
on to the next. Wake a brief and effective summary of the 
main points, with appropriate recommendations, at the close 
of the lesson. 


5. Keep the lesson concretee Learn to see things in pictures yourself, 


and to make the audience see them the same way. Make your 
points "stick" by using effective figures of speech, and apt 
‘comparisons drawn from the life experience of the audience. 
Return to the main point of the discussion, emphasizing it from 


different angles and showing it in cifferent lichis. 
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always effective. 
Simple diazrams, charts, and exh 


dan 


Tecuse ti iuety 
Effective charts may often be made at home on heavy 


ative material. 
terial are valuable because they picture relationships core 
A small rolling blackooard enables 


cretely. 


muslin or brown paper. 
one to make rough sketches to illustrate the points under 


Make it a point to call attention to charts 


discussion. 
and exhibit material, explaining them where necessary. 


ent record with each person in the audience, in the 


S. Leave a permanen 
form of a copy of the recipes used and the main points of 
Do not pass out literature without explain+~ 


the discussion. 
ing what it is good for and how it should be used. 
at the psychological mo- 


es are 


Have 


Keeo in mind the home demonstration and 
what its advanteg 
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ready typed instructions for 
stration and secure the names and addresses of th 
return periodically appoint a 

f the 


f you are not to 


teers. a4 
local chairman or committee to forward the reports o 


home demonstrators to yous 


THE MANIPULATION: 
Skillful manioulation -- the actual handling of materials 
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of utensils -~isa 

demonstration as is clear and simple discussion. 

1. Make it dent and suree Become so familiar with every step in every 
process that there is no room for the unexpected, and that 
the handling becomes practically automatic, setting free a 
large share of your tention for your audience. This means 
trying out ali recipes thoroughly, and then practising the 
demonstration. Laying out all supplies and eGuipment ready 
to hand makes for swiftness and certainty. 

eC. Make it clear and obvious. Show clearly all the steps that contri- 
bute directly to the object of the lesson. A safesrule is 
to emphasize all steps that have teaching points and to subs 
Giudinate all others, getting as mich of the unessential pre- 
paration out of the way before the lecture as possible. 

Bo your work in full view of your audience. See +6 it 
that no bowls or other wiensils prevent their seeing any step 
in the manipulation. Do not hesitate to hold objects up to 
view when necessary or to carry Gishes through the audience 


to show how they look at some particular stage of their 


preparation. 


3. Maxe it neat. The teacher and the eQuipment present @ stage picture. 
Make and keep its composition as effective as possible. Keep 
@ small clear work space. Keep utensils in order within this 
space. Use a utensil plate. An oblong pan is better thana 
round one for this purpose. Get soiled dishes out of sizht 
as soon as possiblee Provide am effective setting for con 
pleted dishes. 
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4. Make it brisk. The lecture demonstration should not give an im- 


pression of hurry or of tension, but the audience should have 
a sense of craerly prosress and should grasp the sequence of 
the steps.» It is a mistake to be preparing so many dishes at 
one time that the audience gets confused, or to hold back the 
making of a dish by long drawn out explanations, so that the 


listeners grow uneasy. 


5. Planning and practice are necessary if the manipulation is tu have 


all these desirable qualities; Make lists of all supplies 
and Bernt needed. Prepare a complete list of supplies 
or etuipment to be furnished locally and send or give it to 
the person in charge of local arrangements. List the oper- 
ations that should be done before the demonstration, as for 
example hard cooking and chopping eggs, wasning lettuce 

and the like. Subdivide the preparation of each dish into 
steps; visualize each step that will be done in the demon 
stration and estimate how long it should take to perform it. 
For people who do not visualize readily, it may be well to 
prepare a "stage-setting-plan", with lists or diagrams show- 
ing the position at the begiming of the denonstration, of 
utensils, supplies, and already prepared food. Such lists 
are especially useful when local hely is offered in preparing 
for 2 demonstration, and they are invaluable when volunteer 


workers are being trained to repeat a type demonstration. 


The FINISHED PLAN: 


The finished plan iricludes both discussion and manipulation, 


SO nicely selected and fitted together that neither interferes with or 


oe vsncab ye on cee ‘hie “@ eke 8 eau 


walt 


medal wen es parame ed ot ana éé ae 


uate. sles tied 92° 20 beaviiage on, Ge oe anid 8 ont “ae na 


) 


adt teat ca ase cane 40 aeish wok xe S612 fy * vation: 


on, nk a te it i } (i f 


ih Ai: re ones “ staance t roms anes tang 


Keates ot ‘xi xO 4 sobatce ext? m2 S28: ee ans. anise Pe ay aa aaa é 


eo tba wie fis te eteke ota seobetbucp: site san. naked fle 


_ - oy 2° baae bis. 4 Brea Aodeiwr? ed 6% dase tues ye 


“taro exit void sBaemy carts fecol to uptede af ae: 


* = A a We 
DP ss 5 ypesfeat econ ond  areted TNC by vies cua Sart) anodes 


auttod patton ie steht bas, _pasiege Fritiar ACR 


ota ne th dea 20 ig ft ero *, iad ok tvbsd ae + oh wis Bae 


Peery: ip ue wit vee Lb goat 4 


ott weolee, od silat Lomas Sf gnor: wid at salt ie elt ats 


ez fase ae SE witha 4, oes ieee 1e oay ob oii, a, om, 3% 


whore es aati be | i mane Kee a coastal z qusieny 
‘to we ass 
si a 


Dy 


ey Be 
detracts from the other, but, on the contrary, each accentuates and 
sets off the other. 

In blocking out the plan, it is helpful to divide a page in 
half lengthwise, and to set down on opposite sides of the dividing 
dine the steps in the manivulation and the discussion as you intend 
them to follow cach other. Set down after each step the mumber of 
Minutes you estimate should be reGnuired for it. Allow time for 
summarizing and for Questions. Allow a little more time than you 
think will actmally be needed, 

Using this tentative plan, actually rehearse the demon- 
Stration, and modify the plan where necessary. eineneae the modified 
plan, or go through it several times in imagination, so that the se- 
Quence will become clearly fixed in your mind. Only such familiarity 
with discussion, processes, and sequence will free the inexperienced 


demonstrator from self consciousness and enable her to give the 


necessary attention to her audience, 


The Speaker and the And? 


The speaker's appearance, voice, and narner greatly influence: 
the success of the dimenetra tion: 

1. Study to oresent a pleasing appearence. You are the dominant 
feature of the stage picture. Let your dee vunes be appro- 
priate, simple, and daintily fresh, and your bair neatly 
arranged. 


2. Make your voice a pleasant sound to listen to. Avoid strained, 


anxious, or strident tones. Speak simply and frankly, 


3+ Make yourself clearly heard. You can do this more surely by speak~ 


ing clearly and without haste, than you can by raising the 
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place for your demonstrating table, 
4. Let your 
ry 


Consider tne Hccoustic properties of the roon in choosing the 


anner be 


courtesus and friendly. 


Make your audience feel 
that you are open minded and that you appreciate their ex- 
perience and their point of view. 


Encourage people to ask 
relevant Questions, and be sure to answer them fully and 
With evident interest. 


If inappropriate Questions are asked, 
tactfully put off answering them until the proper time comes. 
ce Keep your sudience comfortable. Arrange the seats so they do not face 
unshaded windows; regulate ventilation and temperature as far as 

you can. See that hats are removed. 


Watch for signs of uneasi- 
ness or of mental weariness. 


During a long demonstration, give 
an intermission; if possible persuade the people to move about 


so that windows can be opened; if not, let the audience chat 
for a few moments. 


~ 
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6. Conduct your lecture demonstration sinzle handed, wherever possible. 


The presence of an assistant in unifcerm tends to ersatetthe 
impression that the process is too difficul 


b 
man to attempt, or else that you yourself are 


for a busy wo- 
competent person. 


not a very 
‘It is better to pick out 


@ 


volunteer 
assistant from amonz the local women if you mst have help 


than does 


at any stage of the demonstration; but you will invariably 
find that she attracts more attention for the time being 


the lesson itself. 
{» Glose the d 


emonstration with a taste of e 
prepared. 


on disn that you have 
This makes it more possible for the women to re- 


produce the dishes successfully at home, and umch more likely 
that they will try to do so. 
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audience to taste the dishes, they should at least see 
the inside as well as the outside in the final forme 
‘With a large audience call for volunteers to help serve 


the dishes and pass samples. 


8. If you can conveniently arrange for someone to help, do not wash 


your own dishes after the demonstration if you are carry 
ing a heavy schedule. Time and attention are usually 
better invested in answering Questions. If you are stay= 
ing several days in a place, if possible, engage someone 
to aetna clearing up and pay her for the service. If 

a single demonstration is being given, an appeal for 


a®sistance usually brings ready volunteers. 
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